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Sect of Men, who have been pleaſed to di 
themſelves by the Title of Free-thinkers, hath of late 
Years very much increaſed and ſpread it ſelf amo 

whether * by the 1 iſſneſs and —— 

n once in Power, or by purpoſed encouraging 

| (ach a Corru * of Principles in thoſe of lower 

dons, is very invidious and difficult to determine: Theſe 
with their whole Application of Mind, with all baſe. 

s, with the moſt malicious Abuſe of what ſmall Share 

Lemming they have been Maſters of, endeavoured to root 

ad deſtroy all ſorts of Religion in general; but with 

rticular Sting of Malice aſſaulted the Chriſtian Conſti- 
du, continually endeayouring, by the baſeſt Terms of 
foonery, to expoſe and ridicule its Doctrines and Cere- 
nes to the Ignorant and Vitious, hoping, when 

had won a Party among them, they might by thoſe 
dls be able to over-power the more underitanding-Sort 

Mankind, who would not be impos'd upon by ſach tri- 

| and Legerdemain Shams and Tricks. 1 
nd now the Diſpute is no Party one, the Controverſie 

whether we ſhould be Latherans, or Calviniſits, or 

» Catbolicks, or of any Chriſtian Name, no, nor of 

Name under Heaven, though Pagan or Heatheni 

would bear the Face and Appearance of Devotion 

. No, Religion, Religion in general is the Queſtion, 
bon is the Thing abb d at; the Controverſie now is, 

er there ought to be any Form of Religion upon 

* or whether there be any God in Heaven. The late 
mons Diſcourſe upon Free- tbining determines both in 
Negative. The Holy Bible, the Word of God bleſſed 

VYuore, is parallel'd to Hocxs Pocut, Jun. the Chriſti- 

nes to Jugglers Tricks, Moſes declared an Impo- 

» nd our Saviour deny'd to be either God or . 
dyſtews of Religion ate ſet upon the ſame Lerel; 

A2 Chriſti- 
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y upon account of their being Men, to be avoided; for 
neither convince the Perſon, nor demonſtrate the propo-/ 
Queſtion : Bat rather, on the other hand, ſhew that the 
art was more engaged than the Head in the Controverfie, 
{ when the Paſſions are in a violent Ferment and Action, 
exceeding le that the Reaſon was weak and con- 
ed in its Operations. But here, in anſwering to the 
ſcourſe upon Free-thinking , there is a peculiar A 
it why I ſhould avoid itl Language, even becanſe it is 
poſſidle to equal my Adverſary in that Particular, to match 
Pride, laſult and Contempt, which he always expreſſes 
all manner of Perſons who dare diſſent from his own 
jimerical Notions, In this Part he is indeed invulnerable, 
eftly unanſwerable. Page 4. in his Letter he 1 
(but Artificial Defigning Men, or Crack-Brain'd Exebuſi- 
) preſume to be Guides to others in Matters of Specnlation. 
d in the laſt Page of his Diſcourſe he concſudes thas 
| great : So I book pon it as ma tad 
ny to Free-thinking, however Dignify/d or Diftingzeſh"d, 
wot been either Crack-Brain'd and Enthufiaſtical, or 
ily of the Diabolical Vices, Malice, Ambitions and 
mmanity, aud flicking at wo means (tho ever ſo Immordl) 
b be thonght tended to God's Glory and the Good of the 
perch; or hath not xs ſome Mark, of bis profound [pne+ 
e and Brutality, Thus from the Beginning to the End is 
perfectly of a piece, treating all Perſons of whatſoever 
tarafters with the moſt abuſive Language that the fon 
d rancorous Heart of a Fiend could poſſibly invent. 
on the Head therefore of railing I hall be entirely filent, 
d fairly own I cannot put worſe Words and after a 
orſe manner together. 
As I would do the Author all imaginable Juſtice in every 
cular, ſu more eſpecially in a Point where I might ina 
re plauſible manner cover over and conceal the Neglect. 
alt then the vaſt heap of Lies with which this Pamphlet 
Pon Free-thinking is ſtuffed, I own there is one frank and 
ierous Truth; one that is in a great meaſure an Anti- 
te for the other innumerable poiſonous Falſities. 
Page 4. at the end of his Letter he concludes thus: T ſexe 
lis Anonymous Eſquire) this Apology for Free-thinking, 


dich a1 it it one of thoſe Jubjecłs too evident to be ms 1 * 

4 which ought to be admitted on the ff Propoſc FG all 
& can be ſaid in its behalf, muſt be built ow Topicks 
! evident than the thing it ſelf. And here I entirely cloſe 
and agree with the Anchor, that all the W 
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hath formed for proving and eſtabliſhing Free- tbinlig m 
much leſs clear and * than the ſimple Notion : Sk 
hath been thro' all his Book proving what was per fed m 
intelligible, by what was in a greater degree ſo, The Red 
will be pleaſed to take notice of this very Iugenuous Conkd 
fion, and make a proper uſe of it, and notwithſtanding vu 
ſoever his own private Sentiments may be of the prelex 
Queſtion in Debate, will own, with the Author of the be 
— that the Arguments he hath alledged do entirely prov 
_ 

in 2 following Papers I ſhall endeavour to give 
World a clear Inſight into, and juſt Apprehenſions of, t 
above-mention'd Diſcourſe; by forming ſeveral Propoſiti 
out of various Paſſages which are ſcatter'd up and down 
it: That fo the Intent and main Deſign of the Pamphi 
may appear clear and diſtin, and the Concluſions me 
eafic to be apprehended, than when work'd up and blem 
with other Artificial Mixtures in ſeveral long Paragry 
Every one will then diſcern manifeſtly with what viruls 
Aſperſions and blaſphemous Inſults Chriſtianity is aſſaul 
by this worſe then Heathen Book; a Book which if it | 
been wrote in any Pagan State, even in the former 
Times of Idolatry, would have drawn a condign Puniſh 
on the Prophane Author: All Mankind agreeing that 4 
ligion, tho' Falſe and Erroneous in ſome particular Tent 
and Ceremonies, is ſtill infinitely to be preferr'd to a f 
of downright Atheiſm and Infidelity: And every one( 
Noble Heathen ſaid for himſelf) would wiſh to go on 
the World, were it poſſible he ſhould be perſuaded the 
was no God in it. 
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HE fall Meaning of Free- thinking, as argued for bythe 
m__ of the Diſcourſe, — ſeveral Pans 


blet, proved abſurd, Pag. 1,3 


am of Thox anted, as truly ſlated, pag. 2, 

Tag bets — —— of Rapalanin or 1-41 
the Obligation to determine right of things, pag. 4, 1 
dom of Thought compar'd to Liberty of acting. pag. 3. 
Author of the Diſcourſe ſhew'd to compare the Chriſtian 
Irines with Fuggler s Tricks. pag. 6, 

Shewed to deny the Being of Apparitions, &c. and af= 
n the believing thoſe things advances the Devil's Domi- 


- pag. 7 
Real Exiſtence of Apparitions, &c, proved from Ar- 
1, ſaid to be Free-thinkers, falfy, and from the Na- 
e of the Thing. pag. 8, 9, 10, Ir 
Author of the Diſcourſe proved to mean the Fear of God 
} Superflition, and to repreſent it as Baſe, and a great 


dil. 


4 L 


| „ 11, 12 
Prov'd to God's giving @ Law to the Jews, and 

Parity 2 to che Chr: ant. | 12, 13 
Prov'd to a that we ought equally to 1 4 whas 

Mmmonocodom «s oxr Sanioar bath ſaid. pag. 14, 15. 
Makes a Remark extreamly 2.55 bis fe 25 — 
Prev d to aſſert ly neceſſary Conſequence, that t 


Mankind ought to be Atherfts. 

Prod to afſert that wiſe Chriſtians 

ale Chriſtianity as wiſe Heathen: — IE 13 

Tranſlates a Paſſage of Juſtin Martyr falſe, makes 
ty of our Saviour 


the Perſe . pag. 19, 20 
7 ord Juſtia Martyr clear d. pag. 20, 21, 23 


The 


The CONTENTS. 
Author of the Diſcourſe quotes Eraſmus, —_— i 
Tet and imoidiouſly, 
— 1 — — taxyht Mankind a higher — 
our Sevi Pay 
— Free-thinkers believe not à God, 4 Fam 
or Puniſhment. pag 
m— Abuſes the Primitive Fathers. 
——— Paſſages ont of Solomon, interprets them jd 
makes him * Atheiſtical Propofitiows, aud i 
declares him a Free · thinker. 
— Oxotes Paſſages: from Joſephus wherein be contrad 
the Scripture, and declares bim @ Free-thinker #60, 1 
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An Anſwer to the 


Propoſition l. 


Every one, however Naturally incapacited, however ye 
:gnorant of all Means and moſt neceſſary Requiſites for 
ly underſtanding any propoſed — is notwithſland 
rely on his ewn A bim, and to determine for himſelf, wi 
any ſort of dependance on or regard to thoſe Perſons wh 
bene made thoſe things their peculiar Study and Rafi 

This then is the Genuine and true Meaning of that 
thinking which the Author of the Diſcourſe contends 
thro' all the Pamphlet. An Aſſertion ſo falſe, ridic 
and abſurd at firſt bluſh, that it would be an Abuſe 
Mankind to think them capable of believing or givingi 
ſuch a monſtrous Propoſition. The _— alone of 
Queſtion in a true and clear Light (as here it is) is e 
to convince every rational Creature, For hence it wil 
low that a Blind Man muſt judge of Light, Colour, 
ting; that a Deaf Man muſt determine upon all Con 
ons of Muſick, of all Concords and Diſcords of Sounds. 
a Chimney-Sweeper muſt determine the Motions of the 
nets, the Figure of the Earth, and Height of the Sun: 
thouſands of other Conſequences equally abſurd with 
For nothing but Confuſion and Nonſenſe can follow! 
a Principle which breaks down all the Incloſures of part 
lar Arts and Sciences, and gives all Mankind an anlim 
Licenſe to determine equally of all Things. But that! 
not ſeem to Pull down only and Deſtroy, and inaſmea 
there is a great deal of Truth and Senſe in F 
or the Power of Thinking freely, if rightly and truly6 
and underſtood; I ſhall now proceed to ſhew, 

if, We have Freedom of Thought, or the Power of! 

Thinking. 
| „This Freedom doth admit of, and muſt be teg 
3aly, By whom our Thoughts are reſtrain'd. 

4, The ſeveral Reaſons and Arguments why this f 
of Free-thinking ſhould be reftrained and regulated. 

1, Freedom of Thought is the undoubted Pri 
Faculty of the Rational Mind, and which no Art not! 
of Man can ever be able to deprive it of: For, firlt, its 
poſſible for any Creature to perceive what Man's 19 
are, or, if they could be perceived, to hinder the Perſon 
Thinking ſo. Human Laws and Regulations may i* 
and reſtrain all our outward Actions, as particularly i 
Speaking, and oblige us under ſevere Penalties not to d 
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Centiments contrary to ſuch and ſuch ; but to determins 
confine the inward Notions and Conceptions of the 
{. is entirely beyond the Power of any Human Agent. 
| if the Author of the Diſcourſe had taken only the Li- 


Ating freely, no one had ever gone about to undeceive 
in his Deluſion ; the World had had leſs Trouble, and 
af leſs Guilt. | 
wing therefore that every Man hath an unalienable 
and Freedom of Thinking as it ſhall moſt pleaſe him, 
th in no wiſe follow that he may therefore ſo abuſe this 
er of the Mind, as to deny or affirm indifferently any 
ofition at Pleaſure : For becauſe the relation of Good 
Evil, Right and Wrong, is eternal, immutable and inde- 
lent of any Underſtanding, the Nature of Thiogs will 
xt be altered by any different Apprehenſions which may 
vaceived of them; and therefore the Mind may, notwith- 
ling its perfedt Freedom, think with extream Miſtake of 
w. And tho” the lngenious Author of the Diſcourſe 
on account of that extraordinary Freedom of Thought 
th he is poſſe(s'd of above all Mankind, think the Angles 
Triangle to be equal to Four right ones, becauſe Falins 
defeated the Gaul in Perſia, or that a Triangle hath 
two Sides, becauſe the Cham of Tartary rides a Huntin 
1White El t; yet will theſe Propotitions be m 
falſe : For the Underſtanding only contemplates, 
es the Objects it is employ'd about, and the Falſeneſs 
Mind never affeQs the Truth of things. 
cedom therefore in Thinking may be very aptly compar'd 
Liberty of Acting. As it is the peculiar and diſtinguiſhin 
ative of Man above all other Creatures to be able to A 
or wrong, this or that, as he ſhall pleaſe ; yet tho” both 
dns may be done with equal Freedom, thoſe Actions will 
good or bad in their own Nature, and perfectly inde- 


any Perſon ſhould think the famous Pythagorean Propo- 
falſe, and another ſhould Murther his Friend, the one 
d think wrong and the other act wickedly, notwith- 
ng all the imaginable Liberty which they might have 


ce therefore Thoughts are right ot wrong after a ſimilar 
er, as Actions are good or bad, they ought to be regu- 
; and it is as abſurd to argue for or juſtiſie an unlimi- 
Micence of Thinking as of Acting; and no one ought to 
Wage himſelf to think of * things, Withqut any man; 

| 2 ner 


of Thinking freely, without that of Talking, Writing 


ent of this Liberty. And ſo exactly in relation to Think - 


* 
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ner of reſtraint and deference to other Peo 
any more than to act without any regard to Hyman 
and Inſtitutions. Whenever therefore we are aſſured 
molt Underſtanding in any Profefſion that ſuch a Prope 
is falſe, we ought to acquieſe in that Determination; and 
lieve it, however ſtrange and like a Paradox it may ſeen 
us upon account of our own narrow and partial Conees 
of things ; in like manner as it is reaſonable we ſhould 
do ſubmit to any Decree of the Magiſtracy, however d 
rous nay prejudicial it may be to our own Private Inter 
Freedom therefore of Thought is abſolutely in 
ones Power, and no Human Art or Malice can ever be 
to fetter or enſlave it; and yet this Liberty is not an uu 
trolled Licence, but, like that of Actions, admits of ade 
Regulation by our ſelves. We our ſelves ought 
Think cantiouſly and ſoberly, not to determine precipit 
upon the firſt appearance; but to conſider matnrely, « 
bate a long time with our ſelves before we form any 
Reſolution of ating. This appears evidently to be il 
from the Weakneſs of our own Conceptions of th 
from the Contideration that the Strength and Abilities & 
Minds, like thoſe of our Bodies, gradually encreaſe and | 
up; and as we ought not to determine before, fo is it 
cult to determine exadly when we are arrived at or 
Stature of Knowledge, But when at laſt the fulneſs of 
is come, and we, it ever, may now imagine our felve 
to comprekend the T ruth or Falſity of any propoſed ( 
on, we are to act with the greateſt Sincerity and Simplic 
Heart; to conlider what helps, what means and affiſ 
there are to the Underſtanding of the Propoſition; 
we would be indeed Maſters of the Controverfie, wel 
firſt gain all thoſe neceſſary Requilites for the derermininf 
on it, But if upon RefleQion we find our ſelves in 1 
Meaſure deſtitute and unprovided of ſeveral of the n 
ceſſary Aſſiſlances for judging upon the propounded Di 
tion, we muſt enquire diligently who are ſo happy u 

| Malters of thoſe Means of Knowledge, deſite their 
and Directions, and ſo form our Meaſures of aftinf 
thinking accordingly, | 
This is the only true and reaſonable Free-think 
this is the Manner by which all the ſoberer part 
kind aQ, in each particular Caſe, No one bat 10 
or a Mad-man, (if a more difficult and complex Pr. 
on in AMathematicks were propoſed to him to deter 
its Truth or Falſity) but would firſt confider if he k the 
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ments of that Science, and if he did not, would affirm 
bing of it of himſelf, but adviſe with more expert Ma- 
maticians, and believe and ſpeak of it as they ſhould pro- 
ace. Thus the whole Buſineſs of Life is tranſaQed. . 
xe cannot therefore be advanc'd a more abſurd and ri- 
nous Opinion than that every one ſhonld act — 
js own few and weak Notions ſhall at any time byafs a 
line him, But every one who would pretend to any part 
the Character of a Man of Senſe and Prudence, ought 
N. to reflect in all Incidents of this Nature, that 
gh a Propoſition may ſeem falſe to him, yet the Perſon 
h whom he contends hath apparently more Means for 
underſtanding of the Queſtion, and therefore ought to 
ended to, and rely'd upon, in his Determinations. _ 
Bulk of Mankind can never be able to determine for 
mſelves in the more abſtruſe Points of Speculation, for 
neceſſary Labour which Nature hath laid upon them, 
| that unneceſſary but yet greater Labour which Pride 
Yanity hath introduc'd into the World, ſo wholly en- 
$1]! their Time and their Thoughts, that it is impoſſi · 
for them to arrive at any tolerable degree of Knowledge - 
any Science; for that cannot be done without very con- 
die Coſt, Time, Pains and Natural Capacity, and the 
erality of Mankind is but very meanly furniſhed with 
of theſe: And yet without the Help and Aſſiſtance of 
aming it is entirely impoſſible to do any thing more than 
erly gaefs concerning many Queſtions and Controverſies. 
erefore, for the Relief and Eaſe of themſelves, Mau- 
| hath . reed to divide themſelves into many 
ul Parties and Societies, each undertaking to improve and 
ue ſome one Art, Science or Craft, and all mutually 
to of each other's Determinations in every 
ethon, for Trane and Right. Thus Lawyers, Phyſicians 
| Mechanicks, are all Free-thinkers for themſelves and for 
other, in thoſe Studies or Crafts which are their Buſineſs. 
Mace therefore all Thought is naturally — and incapable 
deing reſtrained by any but the very Perſon who does 
ik, and fince there is an Eternal Relation of Right and 
ng in things independent of all Underſtandings, which 
#2 Duty upon all rational Beings to judge right of them, 
follows, every Perſon muſt regulate his own Thoughts, 
* confine himſelf from private Determinations on Things, 
Noportion as he ſhall be leſs Skilfull and Expert in thoſe Sci- 
of which they are the Objects. They muſt be and 
de moſt Free · hinters in any Science, who are * — 
FER Skill'd, 


6 An Anſwer to the © 
$kill'd, and deeply engag d in that Study: But the Claw 
Religious Matters are the moſt converſant and 
therefore in the true and proper Meaning 'of the 
are the moſt Free-thinkers, So let this ſuffice for a true 
count of Free-thinking as ſtated by the Author of the Il 
courſe, and as it is really in it felt. 

In & the 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th, the Author of 
Diſcourſe gives a ridiculous Scheme of a Confeſffiow of Eye 
Faith (as he abufively uſes the Terms, in ridicule of theC 
ſlian Faith) and gives us theſe Articles of that Creed, 

That a Ball can go tbr a Table, 

gay hap m E of one 71 * 

at a Stone m to Vaniſh out . 

That a Knot — be undone with ects n 

That a Thread may be burnt to pieces, and made 
with the Aſhes. 

That one Face may be a Hundred or a Thouſand. 

Aud laſtly, That « Counter may be turn'd into « Gras. 

All theſe notable Articles are taken, he informs us « 
bottom of the Page, from that excellent Author Hocss Pu 
Junior, p. T2, 15, 36, 43, 47- And Page 18 the Author 
the Diſcourſe ſays thus, Nor it it tobe imagined, that the 
lou, Advocates for them (the Articles) will content themſet 
with the mere Impoſition of thoſe Abſurdities. They wil 
troduce ſeveral other new Abſurdities by the various 

which ſo many Abſurdities in Eye-fight will oblige then 
make, The ſeveral Propoſitions will be ſaid by them to be 
but mot contrary to Eye-fight. | 

This ludicrous Syſtem of Articles, the pious Author, 
Senſe and Truth parallels with thoſe of the Chriſtian Reli 
and Hocxs Pocus, jun, (from whomwith all Formality hems 
his Quotations and deduces his Articles) with the inlp 
Books, and drolls upon our ſaying that ſome of the Ari 
of our Faith are above but not contrary to Reaſon, b 
ling us, ſeveral Propoſitions will be ſaid by them to be ax 
but not contrary to Eye-ſight. In ſhort, all this Sche 
theſe Lies and Nonſenſe, he evidently applies in 6 
Terms to the Chriſtian Religion. Theſe are his Words: 
this (the foregoing Scheme) may perbaps as firft view le 
on as impoſſible; I will therefore juſtify the Repreſentat® 
have made, from Matters of Fat pratiii'd both among I 
and Chriſtians. | 
Ik any thing can be more foul, ſcandalous and falſe 

this Charge on our Holy Faith, let the Reader judge; ® 

fleQ, if any Articles of our Creed be ſo ſalſe aud nor 


# 
* 
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x5 thoſe he forms from Hlecut Pocxs ; or whether ſuch 
fhemous Inſult and Abuſe of Chriſtianity is to be en- 
in any Chriſtian Government. Thus we haveformed 
cond Propoſition out of this Diſcourſe, viz. 


- Propoſition II. 


Articles of the Chriſtian Religion are as falſe ridiculous 
abſurd as Filer Tricks ; and the Bible, out which theſe 
ler are taken, is of no more Amtherity, Value or Truth, 
Hocus Pocus, Junior. 


1Page 28 and 3othe Author of the Diſcourſe enumerates 
mighty Advantages and happy Conſequences of Free tbiai- 
-it ſeems it hath quite expelled the il from the United 
inces ; thus he words it: I maſt not ome * Benefit of 
thinking, of which all paſt Ages, as well as the preſent, may 
ace us, Free-thinking 15 xpon Experience the oper 
to deſtroy the Deviſ's Kingdom Men, 7 
m and Power are ever more or leſt exten ſive, as Free- think 
u bſconraged or allowed, & c. And in Page 28, Thus the 
is intirely baniſhed the United Provinces, where Free- 
ting is in greateſt Perfection; whereas all round about tha 
mon-wealth, he appears in various Shapes: Sometimes in hir 
, ſometimes in the ſhape of an Old Black Gentleman, ſeme- 
in the ſhape of a dead Man, and ſometimes in that of a 
From all which Stuff we may collect this Meaning: That 
;re any Aſſent or Credit to any Notions or Relations of 
being of Spirits and Witches, is to enlarge and advance 
Devil's Power, and that Free-thinking doth moſt effeQu- 
root out and extirpate from the Mind all Apprebenf- 
of the Poſſibility of the Exiſtence of Spirit or Soul. 
$ Page 30. Bur ſince the time of Docter Sacheverel, 
the Clamonrs againſt Free-thinking began to be loudeſt, 
Devil bath again reſumed bis Empire, and appears in the 
of Cats, and enters into Confederacy with Old Women. 
n theſe Premiſes we deduce this Propoſition of the Au- 
of the Diſcourſe: | 


Propofition III. 


bat to believe Spirits or Witches is to advance the Devil 
Gm; that Free-thinking intrrely deſtroys all ſuch Notions; 
at axy Book, as the Bible, which maintains the Being *f 
Apparitions, Spirits, or Witches, is foes contrary to 
thinking, and propegetes the Devil's Dominion. > 


I ſhall demonſtrate this to be falſe fec 
Evidence as even the Author of the Diſcourſe cum 
9 — Therefore | ſhall paſs over the plain A 
the Exiſtence of Spirits and Apparitions from the f 
becauſe tis a Miſcellaneous Trac, of no account at all 
him; and argue from Philoſophy and the Nature of theThi 
and from thoſe Relations which Free-rhinkers, Perſons 
Abilities and Veracity he will readily allow, do give 
ſeveral parts of their Hiſtories. That i | | 
pher and Hiſtorian Plararch, (whoſe Venerable Nane 
ver ſuffer'd ſo much Scandal and Reproach by any E 
as by the infamous Praiſes and Commendations of the 
thor,) in ſeveral parts of his Lives mentions the Appariti 
Spirits to many Perſonages of the greateſt Character, Men of 
molt clear and 1 ht, and of the molt 
and undaunted Spirit. In the Life of Dios there is this re 
ble Relation: While this Conſpiracy was on foot (« 
« gainſt Dion)a n Apparition was ſeen! 
4 os. As he ſat one Evening in a Gallery in his Houſe, ad 
4 choly and thoughtful, hearing a ſudden Noiſe, he turd 
t bout, and ſaw at the end ofthe Room, by clear Da- 
« tall Woman, in her Countenance and Garb like one 
Furies, with a Broom in her Hand, 22 the 
« Being amazed and terribly affrighted he ſent for { 
« his Friends, and told them what he had ſeen; entre 
« them to ſtay with him and keep him „ all 
« for he was greatly aſtoniſhed and perplex d, fearing 
« if he were left alone the SpeQtre would appear ag 
« him. There is beſides .a remarkable Inſtance of t 
2 a Demon to Bratut, before the fatal Battel x 
ppi, and ſpeaking to him, telling him he was his E 
nius, and that he ſhould ſee him at Philippi; to which 
replied, not at all diſturbed, Then I ſhall ſee thee there. 
Relation concerning a Man of Bra:x:'s ſober Temper u 
extraordinary, and the particular Circumſtances of pt 
ſach Words make it utterly abſurd to imagine it g 
any Deluſion, any Cheat which could deceive 5 
Man who in his Conſtitution was ſo IV free 
Wim and Enthufiafm; and if this Fact is not coor 
it is impoſſible that the Truth of the Propofition ſhodl 
from any Relations and Accounts whatſoeve 
conclude all Teſtimonies, I ſhall add ſome Matters © 
even of Free-Thinkers themſelves, concerning the R 
the Exiſtence of Spirits : Caſſius was one of the 
Free-Thinkers of his Age, and one that - generally 


Den on Fres:Thinking: 0 
Being of Spirit or Soul, according as our Modern Free” 


and upon fevers! fignal Emergencies own 
ay of th exiſtence of Demons. Thus — 


R 
Life of Nun. 
Now when the Senate was ne in — — hb 


Coe Oni, preceding to fit, ſome of the Conſpirators got cloſe 


they had ſome Suir to —— 
Hur turni — ore ou sStarue, is ſaid 
dere (area it, avif it had been ſenfible of his Prayers. 
7. 27 2} ran 4 de Are f ] Tlouents ei 
eie c Arre ö cer, nainty d anne 
& &r 7, *Emixuge Ayer. Lib. 16. c. 5. O7 e bout Toriush 
io dier, + ge dhe, © Evrperiura, Y | 
dus Be. Appian. Lib. 4. bell. Civil. 
us even the Free: thinking Cofſins 1 Sus. 
Powers, that there were who might and did intereſt 
Ives with Human Affairs; and therefore in this 
of Action, in the Murtber of Ceſar, he 
r nor: over-bear his own Natural Notions and —— 
, bat d naked and undiſguis d with the artifice 
Philoſophy. And thus much for of FaQ, which 
rather inſtanc's becauſe taken from ſo famous a Free- 
er; and concerning Men ſo eminent for an Evenneff 
of Temper 
hall no proceed to demoniiratechis Adertion, that there 
de Spirits, Apparitions, and Witches, from Reaſdnin 
the nlow'd Nature of the Thing; and ſhew that ev 
h the Principles of the Author of the Diſcourſe, even from 
gat Atheiſm, it maſt neceſſarily be true. Be it then 
ofed that there is no God, — nothing in Nature 
Marter and Space, and that the infinite various Combine- 
Sel the Particles of this Matter make all that beautiful 
y of Creatures and Objects which we have obſerved. 
is it poſſible to determine what Creatures have been or 
xccurding to this Syſtem ? That there is not an infinity of 
gs which ſurpaſs us in Know aſſion and Strength to 
any Deſigns and ſes? — perfectly unreaſonable 
— — ſition, this particular Mod i- 
of Matter which we call „is the nobleſt, greateſt, 
werful Being which doth exilt. For what certain 
— Dependance is there upon ſuch a peculiar conte - 
* Parts and temperament of Brain, and the Underſtand- 
How doth any Connexion > between o_ and 
our? Why may not any Odjeck have all thoſe Paſſions 
keel, in it, ä 2 


Creatures formed by quite 

from us, who may yet think and act after the ſame 
as we do. Why cannot then ſome of theſe Brings exc 
us the [Image and perfeQ Reſemblanceof (ome dene Fri 
or of a Demon or Spirit? Why cannot it; in ſhort, pe 
the Phenomena which are generally attributed to Witches 
Spirits ? The only tollerable Reply which can de nde jo 
is, that theſe Spirits, Apparitions or Demons, mel 
groſs and bulky Bodies like us, in order to effect may 
thoſe _ which are —— to be _ — O. 
making Noiſes, Speaking, Moving things, the; 
if they indeed had fuch Bodies, they could neither fi 
the Air, nor paſs thro* barr'd Dbors and Walls, nor 


ever vanich and from our Eyes; it ſtems t 
a ComradiQion, to tay, perform ſeveral: thing 
cannot poſſibly be done without Re quiſites, which it Þ 


impoſſible for them to have. I anſwer thus to this Ol 
an, which is iadced the moſt plauſible that can be 
deny that thoſe Actions which the Aecbunts of Spirits 
done by them, can only be eſſected and performed w 
£ans like ours. Our Modern Philoſophy hath evident! 
vinced us, that the Puſſions or Senfations which all u 
Odjects cauſe in vs, are only in our ſelves, and not 
in thoſe Objeats Which caute them. Thus, Pain u 
the Needle that pricks us, nor Heat in the Fire that v 
por Colour in thoſe Objects which pleaſe ns when we 
them; but all theſe Things, by ſomething extreamly amy 
from what we feel, produce thoſe Senſations which 
And tho' after our imperfect manner of exprefling our 
whenever we feel any Senfation upon the nearer 
of any Object, we attribute to it what is really ooh 
ſelves, and frequently ſay, the Stone is cold, the Fire 
and Gtaſs green, yet is there nothing like the Senſe 
feel, in the ObjeQs; there is no neceflity that Apparit 
Demons ſhould have any thing like thoſe groſs Bodies 
wie moſt vulyarly attribute to them, but only that the 
have ſome peculiar Faculties and — by which 
able to perform ſach things as we would do with inc 
ſuch particular Organs, which we may with no 6@* 
eonceive them able to do by the exciting ſach peculs 
tions in our Spirits, by acting after 2 fimilar manor # 
Jede de upon out Organs of Seeing, Hearing, n. Me 
luſtre this Argomentation by a very faritier and n 
ſuading Compariſon. Abundance of Objefs appe# 


Diſeou o8 Free-Thiaking. It 
bons we performed by us, as. we conceive, ns 
ty in our ſleep, as when we are awake; it may de fond 
xd, we do not really ſee thoſe Objects in our ſleep, gor 
iris when awake; but the truth is, we do not ſee them 
7 the ſame manner when aflecp as when awake, not do 
ſee Spirits, Apparitions and us, as we ſee the more 
14] external tnotWi j thee ore er 
ings which do diſcover themſelves to us, by cauſing thoſe 
tions in our Animal Spirits which common groſs Bodies 
ld do were they preſent to us, Therefore we may with 
Truth aud Aſſurance ſay, there are ſuch Spirits, ſuch 
writions and Demons, and that we do indeed ſee and 
them. I have now undeniably demonſtrated from un- 
Haag, even. from Principles 
, even 
de moſt againſt it, that there ate ſuch 
aritions, and conſequently Wigches ; and that, 
ding all the drolling and dull infipid jeſting of 
r of the Diſcourſe, the Bible is in the right, 
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SECT. U. 


| rage 3f, of the Diſtours upon Fees ning, weread 
thus; trew is an Evil which either by the means 
ren or the Natzral Weakneſs of Man oppreſſes al moſt 
tind. And then he quotes a Paſſage out of Zally, and 
— — W : But — this Place 
not explain ecret meani ves Superſtition, 
"axe 132, where he takes another E to rail at Su- 
jon. He apiece of Platarch, vn. But Swperfti- 
1 — —— . pany" ere he 
TTV. ing to him did, and 
I which 
* Co 


ear of God is 
| ind, and to avoid this 


iſm. Tis Free-chinking only which 
the Mind from that racking Appreben- 

. Thus Page 36. Now there i; ne juſt 
Evil b«t Free-thinking. B * 
o- 


is . Arfwer o ö 
even of Dene, and all the Noiſe and Dise Fit 


- Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere canſas 
K — ommnes & inexorabile fatums 


| Subjecit pedibus ftrepitumque Acherontis avert. 
| From the whole then we have this Propofition # + 


Propoſition IV. 
The Fear of God is @ terrible Evil, 


I ſappoſeto thwart directly an idle Bible Notion, The 
of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom. But the Pal 
e which he quotes to eſtabliſn and juſtify 4 

harafer which he gives the Fear of God, is perfeQliyaj 
bim, Platarch plainly diſtinguiſhing between the Fear alf 
and Superſtition, which the Author of the Diſcourſe non 
does, and calling one aRational Apprehenſion, and bea 
Diſtemper'd Opinion. Thus Platarc bh. Atheiſm bring 
#0 an Unconcernedueſs and Indifferency of Temper t | 
Defige of thoſe who deny a God ii to eaje themſelvesof bi 


But Superſtition appears by «ts Name to be adiſtemper dl 
and — ive 2 ſuch mean and abject Appreve 
4 debaſe aud break a Max's Spirit. It is evident, P 


diſtinguiſhes between that Fear of God which 4 
endeavour to get rid of and that Superſtition whid 
calls a Diſtemper'd Opinion. The Author of the Diſa 
in vain indeavours by his Parentheſis to confonnd thoſe! 
ſeparate Notions, and treat them as one. Nothing cun be 
falſe, nothing more eaſie to be confuted than his Adertion, 
the Greeks meant always by 1 the Fear of \ 
All their Poets, Orators and Hiſtorians, being fall « 
nobleſt Admonitions and Incouragements to the Fear u 
it would only ſtuff a Page, tire the Reader, 10 
Quotations from a Number of Authors. Whoever 
ny Knowledge of the Works of their Authors, either 
e Originals or Tranſlations, will eaſily ſuggeſt ins 
ble Proofs to himſelf, | | 
flitions Mien are in 


Page the 38th, Whereas Super, | 

of believing in a perfectly Taff and Good God, they mal 
tall to all Mankind from Corners, and conſequently '" 
gs of Men, under the P Miſery in the next 
of which they are incapable wg any Comme 
dente that they are required by bim. make bin 


— e 
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all the Dwellers ap Earth) to bave Favourite Nati- 
ad People, "without any or Dives of Merit. They 
ons put other Nations under Diſe es, without any 

: And ſo they are more properly v0 Demoniſts 


be ridicules and poſitively denies, that we ought to 
ine that God ſhould — Law to Mankind from 
particular Place, as Fades, any Corner, as he calls it, 
1 ation or People, as the Jews. — od 
1 323 under Diſadvantages, and require 
= ne 
wh | le ving any con- 
1 2 Evidence that they come from him. It ſeems then, 
TIS have no ſufficient Evidence of the Obligation of the Bi- 
n — Thus the Books of Afoſes are clearly heavy 
nc ; thr alt Seen is geen r ing 


tive — But this, ſays our Author, is mighty 
ntageous for Mankind, who are thereby incapable of 
any convincin Evidence that they came from God. 
Aachen only in looſer Terms aſſert this Propofition: 


- Propoſition V. 


$ | have — manifeſted, — Author of the 
Worſe is intirely againſt all manner of Reveal'd Religi- 
md affirms it incapable of having any convincing Evi- 
that it is required by God. lt is not a place here to de- 

rue the Convincing Evidence which the Bible bears 
i, that the Contents are required by God, let it ſuffice 
$ Pamphlerthat I have thrown him into open Infidelity : 
* every incautious Reader beware of his Helliſh Sug- 
8 againſt the Holy 9 


kick 

vile F metut rs. ews, above what 
F Tlie bg Jule 
uch Infiitution as Corner, as juden, 
00, Favourite Miniſters as obs Apeſtter, — is makes 
of WW call to all Mankind Corners, and conſequently re- 
WI Pings of Mew under the Penalty Miſery is the ret 
K % F which they are inc mT ng any convincing 
br that they are require 

her 


EIN, 


Page 


14 auer to the ©... 
we read thys : Should che Kar of Bin 
e in reture for the Fanonr of our F 
to convert bim and bis Ki @ e 
a ſome of hi; Tala is (ſo be Priefis of Siatn ave 
— to _ * Law eftablifh'd in — 1 coal 
oe our 1 ting the Gefpel . 
— 7/37 p67 weld. ac e the King's Real 
to be highly reaſonable, aud perfettly of a Piece with thew 
Defign; end particularly muſt ollow tothe Kring of Siam thei 
1% % muchthe Duty of the Members of 1he Ch, of Engin 


* 
t 
_ 


Ml 


bind whas the Misty _ Pl 
to —— 2 5 the of the Members —— „ 
am 10 thia freely ow Hall be propoſed by the N 


W of England, | 
Concluſion is igtirely wrong here, and the Me 
of the Church of England have not the ſame: Duty tot 
freely, as he terms jt, or conſider the ments for thel 
Qrines of the Talsporys ; becauſe the Chriltians have « cl 
ſurer, and more certgin Eyidence for what they believe 
the Siameſe have. And therefore the blundering Authord 
Diſcourſe ſhould Gr bave proved that the Somerſet 
convincing Demonſtrations for their Faith as the Chri 
have, before he ſhould have offer'd to ſay, tis equally both 
Duties to think wo any thicd Thing which may 
poſed, Who but a Mad-man, or ſach falſe Arguer 1 
Author of the Diſcogrſe, would ever affirm, That it 
much the Duty of the moſt excellent Mathematician tot 
what Arguments 8 Fool or Mad-man e | 
ſucdity that 2 is equal to 3, as it is for chat foolilh Fat 
to confider whether a — hath not 3 Angles. * 
Mathernatician hath Demonſtration both for his ew 
_ 4 — 3 therefore _ no Obligation to 
on any oo rguments which may po Nl 
to ſupport aud maintain a fooliſh and abſurd op 
The Thing is perfeQly the ſame between the Sen 
us the Chriſtians : We have Demonſtration and clear Light 
we have the Truth; the Sameſe, if any thing, have 
faint weak Probability; therefore the Obligation while 
hath to conſider upon Propoſitions different from will 
do each of them maintain, mult be ionahly 6:3 
The thing is ſo plain that nothing excuſe the I 
of proving it, but that the Author of the Diſcourſe ba 
the hardineſs to affirm the contrary. I ſhall here 
for all, on the decent Manner with which our Author © 
ally treats the Chriſtian — once point out ® 


2 resse 


' Qc 


8 ing fotmidable 
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a of ſuch . 


of Ex eee eee and who Ti 
4 — from each other. * 


Tien Selle, another in a more dry, ſhort ande 
bowing yoo 2 all of which muſt be int 
ans gran ſalis, with allowance for their own peeing 
— when the Clergy are after this honeſt way 
will be found nothing near ſo different in det 
wy 1 mh = „ Me 
ain, the greateſt Diverfity of Opinions among the Cl 
1 1 Matters not eſſential, abſolutely Requiſites of 
vation, or in the lar manner of explaining ſome 
ceſſary Articles 3 a the — * 
biſhop of Canter — 1 et tn 
coctninded by the Li 
ſhop of 22 in beliey — 
a God, or that he be juſt, merciful &c. —— whethe 
is to be conceived fach in a firi& and ſe of 
Words, or in a more improper — Pee one, 1 
Schoolmen ſpeat : And this f fe is rather a Phi 
ligious Controyerfie, and God and his — — 
ſufficiently known and e ed, tho* we may'be 
ver able to come to a true aud certain certain Deciſion of 
of Debate. Thus have I eyidently clear'd this Point, 
our Author enlargy 121 fol, as if it were an & 


now to the 766 P 

and ſhall put — nm he of his for F 

ing, and his manner of urging it : and if any Human C 

ture can be ſo wonderfully ſtupid as to imayine there is 
thing in it, let him imagine it. 

24%, A ſecond Inflance of their Cesds (the 
wh male Free-thinking xwwevoidable, is their 
in expreſs Words, the Doctrine: of the Chaveb 10 be contra 
te one another, and to Reaſon. | 

The Renowned Dr. Sachevere! ſays in biz Speech P 
Tal That by abandonivg Paſſive Obedience, the L 
Badge and Glory of our Reform. nim, we muſt 
s the moſt inconſiſtent Church in the erl. 57 
« words the Doctor muſt ſuppoſe, even before the 80 
« paſt'd upon him, condemning the Doctrine of 
« Obedience, that many DoQrines of the Church werel 
« confiſtent and contradictious to one another ; other 
— ng more would not make a rhe mob 
« conſiſtent Church in the World, 


Diſcourſe on Free-Thinking. 17 


deing | the juſt Rights 
pr Se Gents wh PREY 4B 
hh, A fourth Inflance of the Priefts Condud, is, their 
2 25 will wt ll oe Trth, and Fe Mater 
Reproach in any of the Clergy to vell the Trath. 


* 


A. r » 


SECT. III. 


JUR Author begins mis third Scion with b very tras 

and juſt Remark : I have frequently, ſays he, obſerv'd in 
erſation, that Mw are more led by certain Difficulties 
Mieckious which they pick ap, 10 reject what is certain 
they are li admit any thing for true by vertne 


pri 
This Remark, to the Unhappineſs of Mankind, is 
treamſy juſt ; Gat, of ali Men I wonder how the Au 
the Diſcourſe could think of expoſing it to the view 
World in any Treatiſe of the Nature of his, which is 
irely made up of ObjeQions and Difficulties laid in the 
ky of the Reader againſt Chriſtianity and its Prieſthood, 
| where nothing at all is offer'd to be proved & priori. 
an he not been in all his Pamphlet gathering together a 
apof Odjections, which would ſerve to prove againſt any 
on as well and as effectually as that he has capleys 
m againſt ? For all Arts and Sciences have the ſame dif- 
Ilties in themſelves, that Religion hath in it ſelf, and the 
we diverſity of Opinions among their ſeveral Profeſſors 
| Teachers. In Page 100 we have theſe words; Suppoſing 
Balk of Mankind do want the Capacity to think freely on - 
terr of Speculation, I do then allow that Free-thinking 
be wo Duty ; and the Priefls muſt likewiſe allow that Men 
be no way concerned about Truth or Falſhood in Specula- 
Matters, and. that/ the Belief of v Opinions can be juſtly 
area of them. This Aſſertion drives the whole Bulk of 
| 4 l I. : v3: = Pious _ | 
ve not Capacity (whi allows) to 
ely of the Nature- and Attributes of. God, they => 
e themſelves no farther r 
g b * b < 
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R 1 
Propotiatcn of our Author, 


Propofition VII. 


Ne Bl P . 
Page 123, we have theſe wor 
Mas that ever 4 in the Heathen World, 2 
Vitus and Wiſdom all Ages ſince haue dame Jaflica, 
very great Ftee · thinker: He wot only dicbelieved the Gul 
his — aud the common Creeds about them, &c. Sol 
out Author very notably argues, becauſe Socrates di 
the falſe Heathen Gods, we ought to disbelieve the tree 0 
ſtian God. This Vein of Argumentation runs thro' u 
_ becauſe ſeveral great and learned Men, even by 

ight of Natural Reaſon, have been Wie to 2 

ei und Abſurdities in the 3 igions, ml 

have ridiculed their vain impertigent uperſtitio 

; fol s, we Chiſtians ought alſo to abuſe and ridicule 
own Difpenfation. Becauſe the and. wiſe Cato 1 
Cenſor, who ( as ſays our * will for ever live in 
noble Free-tbinking Says wh 1 recorded by Cicero, which t 
her be underſtood the 2 85 Roman 4 
& by Law Eflabliſhed; I dhe) how one 
Prizſts cas forbear laughing when be ſees another ; ſo 57 
and wi. re · thinter in our Days ought now 11. 
wonders how any Chriſtian Prieſt can forbear 
be ſees another ; for both n and Chriſtian 
conſcious to themſelves of loading the Minds and 
ſtandings of the People with equal burthens K | 
and Abſurdities. 80 again argues our ge Pages 
149. Seneca takes abundance of L n expo 
theniſm, and ſome of — ras particular Ron of 
and Adoration, as Men carrying of Linnen 2 
Fapizer, or holding a Looking-Glaſs to Fawo, and abun 
of other Abſardities in their Religious Ceremonies, | 
fore we ought uſo to ridicule alf the Chriſtian Form 
Worſhip. From the whole we have then this Prop 


of our Author's, 
Propoſition VIII. 
We Chr br, idicale and expoſe Chriſtian 
mack 2 1 wiſer Hearhens, Socrates andCn0, 
eathent/m, 
Once for all, I ſhall here Remark ſome Exprefliods 
our Author upon the r 


D:/courſe * — Ig 
be might more cov e e dir. Charch 
Law Eftabliff'd; 22 d or 72 
| the Word 1 5 Loch ps 
th have been in the Wants or their, time Churches 
= abliſbed, that he mi — level the Chrilſian Church 
17 hen Inſtitution, and creat all with one common 
and might root out of People's Minds any Regard or 
renc 10 he Thi „dy alooſe Proſtitution of its Name 
7 Valgar or Wie ed ſe, and by degrees they might 
ze to that pitch of Free-rhimking as to have no Reve- 
for God or his Church. However Dignvfy'd or Di. 
We are Terms generally app ſly appty ane tht to the Clergy : Our 
hor, according to ring, i the Vaſt 
but one of his — mer gives them to Crack - Nraĩnꝰd 
| Entbuſiaſtical Perſons, guilty' of the moſt DER 
s, Malice, Ambition, and Inhumanity : Tho' pe 
here miſtake my Author, and he Aas in this v 
xdinary Character, the Clergy. The laſt is the Word 
#, all manner of Perfons who had any thing todo with 
on are Priefts, old Heathens or the preſent Pagans, or 
Qriſtians, they are all Pre. Thus in the Tranflatiou 
of Cats the Cenſor's, Haraſpex, however un- 
nlly, muſt be trauflated Pref, or the Author would 
x lot hs Jef, and'this had not been ſach a Noble Free- 
of the grave and wife Cato, However [am 
| Joer Anchor hath been pleaſed to give us a Criterion, by 
d we might certainly — which are, and which 
at, Noble and Free-thinkin „,: For now, when- 
rt we meet with an abuſive 2 upon an Religi- 
—— Chriſtianity, we muft not call it an Im- 
wd Arheiſtical Re ion, but « Noble and Her- 


1 now, towards the Concluſion of this Pamphlet that 

wight fill up the Meuſure of I niquity f 

$ of the Primitive Fathers and even ihr Holy 
s are wreſted after a moſt ben = ric 12 

* manner to countenance and —— a 

8 with that Noble Apologiſt and Defender of oor Faith, 

| , and according to his ridiculous Tcanflation, 


Need — I 
begin T bat Chrift be 2 T0 14 mothr 


75 


Reaſon, 1 ws ＋ 1 yas are Prices &c. What 
__ Meriyr was, tly ex- 
5 — me leave ane fee _ to Remark our Au- 
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calls al eo 


him clearly den = 2 P nay, ts Me, of 


_— q An Anſwer to the * oP 


thor's Sentiments and his Brethren the Free-rhinkerrue 
the Divinity of our bleſſed Saviour. Our Author ſays, 
Fuſtin Martyr's Senſe, and allows it to be exact trap 
right, ſays thus, 6. qi 
Propoſition IX. 
Chrift our Saviour is neither God, wer Mas, 
294 but only Reaſov. 
I go now to reſcue this noble Paſſage of our moſt 
lent Apologiſt from Atheiſm : His very Expreſſion is 
Toy Xers by wewToTOROY Th Fins x Aoyer avTo; Chrift;the 
begotten of God, and the Word. Where, in theſe We 
gw Martyr, could our Author find any Phraſe higi 
_ is mothi E * the inſerting theſe Wart 
ſe and deſignedly deceiving, there being nothing li 
in the Greek; this I am ſore is a Wick Fraud, and 
impious, notoriouſly falſe and impudent, than any of 
Pioxs Frauds which he talks ſo much of can any 
diſcovered to be. The next Falfity is his Tranſlation a 
word ay, tho' the true Meaning of that Word whe 
_apply'd to our Bleſſed Saviour be molt notoriouſlyk 
all the Primitive Writers, when ever they uſe the 3 
airy, every where underſtanding by it a Perſon, that of 
Bleſſed Saviour, and not Reaſon, and which we in 
render tbe Word, Thus Jobs 1. 1. In the Begin 
the Word (359), and the Word was with God, 
Word wa: God. Nothing would be more cafie than it 
together innumerable Paſſages where the 46) , the 
hath all the Attributes of a Perſon given him, which 
never be done with any tolerable Propriety of Spe 
thereby was meant nothing but Reaſon, For Breni 
I ſhall inſtance in but one Author: Yiacentins Li 
excellent m onitory, according to the Reverend Mr. 
ſpeaks thus Page 309. Vol, II. “ So the Divine 0, 
_ 4. when he took upon him our Nature, ſpake and ade 
ſuffer d in our Fleſh, but without any alteration of 
„vine Nature; and this he was — to 
e dut to expreſs himſelf a true not to appear to be 
% but verily to prove himſelf ſo. Far be . 
us to believe, that the God-Word Perſonated | 
** ſach a fallacious manner, but rather on this wilt 
* viz, that his own Divine Eſſence remaining cam 
_ * unchangeable, and cloathing it ſelf with the Natareof 
* fe Man, He became Fleſh, He, became Nan, 1. 
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x Perſon of Man, not in Figure but in Truth, c. 
4 little after, Page 313, he ſays thus; The F 28 
os being Born of the Virgin Mother, the very Logos 
inſelf, or God the Word, muſt be ſaid to be born of 
the Virgin alſo. 
From this , and numberleſs others which might be 
ght, with only the Trouble of writing them down, it ap- 
ws evidently, that the Ancient Writers meant always a 
roo by the Phraſe Legot, and not Reaſon, as our Author 
ly interprets it. was not much occaſion even to 
x this little which hath been ſaid upon this Head, all the 
ned being moſt ly appriſed of its Truth; and I had 
an Occaſion of remarking the Baſeneſs and Falſity of 
Author of the Diſcourſe, in ſo fouly miſrepreſenting the 
able Meaning of that Venerable Author. 
k is the moſt eafie and obvious Remark, that all Words 
to be underſtood in ſach a Senſe and Manner as particular 
hors and Sciences do moſt frequently uſe them, if we 
ald underſtand the true Meaning of any Paſſage in thoſe 
hors or Sciences : And if either of theſe, for want of 
Terms, uſe any common Word in areſtrain'd 
limited Senſe to expreſs any particular Thing they ſhall 
at of, we maſt with Candor interpret their Meaning ac- 
«ding to their Definition of their Terms, and not per+ 
— every thing to a wrong Senſe, becauſe ſome of 
ir Words may ſometimes admit of ſuch like Interpreta- 
Thus Law, Phyfick and the Marbematic lit, have their 
Terms, Technical Phraſes ; which yet are ſometimes 
fords valgarly uſed in a Signification very different from 
thoſe Sciences appropriate them to: And it would be 
able 1 or great Falſeneſs, which conld occa- 
Mn any to tranſlate any of their Terms of Art after the 
our Author does the Word & and fo wilfully ag- 
mate that unayoidable Imperfection in all Words; it being 
joflible to expreſs many things with ſuch ExaQneſs by 
Words, which the ,ingenious Malice of ſome Men 
mM not wreſt and diſtort to a Meaning — oppoſite 
that of the Author. And yet our Author of the Diſ- 
wore hath tranſlated this Paſſage of the Apologiſt as ig- 
Nur - the falſely, as if he ſhon1d have quoted theſe Words 
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reſenting the Meaning and Import of the Term aiy©&, 
a 14 mach as it is — —— 
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than which we ſcarce meet with a | iſle 

and numerous Significations in that Language, Then 

nn, in his Prolegemenato Plate, thought it worth 

to reckon up its more general | m_ 


ſuccurrit in 1 bs 
| r 1 J Jan plurnues 
reputavu ow SMyYTNAEHS expoſutione cor um | 
2 veceſſaria ſunt. But to end this uh 

or honeſt Arguing can be expected from our Author in 


abſtruſe Po Where he. is mage Jliehte to een 

World . to be deceived, when even in this g 

and open Paſſage he ſo fouly miſrepreſents the Seals 

the Author he quotes: ou | 100 
"4 andire ſat eſt.Crimine ab ava 

| [ce 8 1 \ mth 

Immediately afterthis Quotation 
another out of Eraſmars C | 


abſurd; for tho Eraſmus every 

was impoflible he ſhould prefer him In point of Chriſti 
to Chriſtians, becauſe it was impoſſible. he ſhould be a 
or reckou'd a Chriſtian ; Unleſs pur Author will c 
little more upon this Point, and os that it is net 
abſolucely requiſite to believe in 


conſcientiam ſc 

guidans obſtrepunt mortturo pane 
de Some of them rely on what is not to be rely'd o; 
« breath out their laſt in Deſpair, on the accountof their 4 
% Wickedneſa, and the Scruples with. which their Has 
* filled by their Ignorant Prieſts. Now I would wk 
Author, where is any thing in the Leis of Prictts, 
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| — to bleſs them thas curſe us, &c. 
n loving our Enemies is ſuch an Heroick Virtue as lo- 
our deareſt Friends, The Author of the Diſcourſe hath | 
nels enough to deny either, and ſo I ſhall leave him to 
which he, in his great Modeſty, ſhall be pleaſed to do. 
ie next Petſbn our Author does ſcandalize with his 
a is Cicero, Cicero ( ſays he) was 6, moſt conſunmate 
r. He likewiſe gives 1 bis own Pidhure, and thas 


mg 
Notions of about the Natare of the 
COT EO OS 0 abe noting aher 


acer the Maſque of Cicero our Author gives us the true 
Rder of himſelf, and his very pious Brethren the Free- 
. From what hath 7 — 26 NOS of 
commended in Cicero, as 4 moſt Conſummate Philoſo- 
. Free-chinker, we obſerve the a . 
un: topo- 
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| Propoſition XI. 
We Free-thinkers #tterly dichelieve there is 
tare Pumſpment, or any thing after . 
In Page 139 our Author is in great Vexation of 
1 of the Orthodox pretend to meet 
him ſome few Paſſages which favour Religion. Bu 
Author lets us into the Secret, tells us all that ww 
Grimmace, ſomething which be throw'd out 10 ſave hi 
from er, or to ſhow his Rhetorical Ability on any An 
or employ'd in bis Orations to recommend himſelf to the * 
Mob, who, like all other Mobs, were extreamly Ita 
But the Flower of all is Page 140. And if Cicero": 
come once to be generally read, as of all Human Min m 
beſt deſerve, it will be fe that wo more tend u | 
Service of any Prieſtly Parpoſe ——— yu the Writ 
t 


tt 
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the Fathers of the Church (to whom aity uſed oh 
NN eg we Fr 
Church now upon the Face of the Earth. Our Chriſti Solo 
thor then aſlerts this: kr 
| Propofition XII. — 
There is nothing which Priefls gener rn 
. mitive Fathers of the C — 5 nor do 6 by 

with, any Church nowin the World. 


This indeed is a notable Stroke upon the Primitive F 
of our Holy Church, and not to be parallel'd by any! 
which their Perſecuting Enemies ever laid to their Chat 
For this Aſſertion of the Author of the Diſcourſe f 
him into this Dilemma, either that the Primitive Fathers 
not underſtand and truly write of Chriſtianity, or our pt 
| Church nor any other does now profeſs and teach the 
Chriſtian DoQrines. But I am apt to think, that here he# 
ly aims at the Fathers in this Reflection, not out of u 

11 to the Church, but in this Place he had perhaps 4 
to _ 85 — uae —a ſcarce ever lets an Op 
n ip by, w can any thing Cont 

wy ious of the Ancient Chriſtian eroes. 
90, he gives us a moſt excellent Apology for the v 

gies uſing —_ ae ſays) Prions Frauds, in pablil 
ks, His 
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out of all the Pr , which he calls great luſtances of 


Author commends Joſephus as u Free-thinker, and p 


25  . „ Aufwer to the _* 
Soul of Man and that of Brutes; but our Authot vn 
ſolved Solomon ſhould ſpeak as a Free-thinker ſhould, 
— 5 him = ä 
a goet ards, at the Spirit of a 
donwards to the Earth This gives the Verſe a quite 1 
rent Meaning, and makes „ and conſ 
Holy Spirit by whom he was iuſpir' d, to declare, tha 
one knoweth any more of the Immortality of the 8 
Man than that of Beaſt, or that they are not perfeRly 
But the Falfity of this will moſt readily appear to 
who ſhall conſult the Original; and therefore the abc 
tion'd Faxixs and Tremellixzs, who moſt ſtrictiy fol 
the Hebrew, have thus tranſlated this Verſe: Quis ani 
vertit Spiritum Humanum qui aſcenderis ſurſum, &. 
Baia qui deſcenderit ira Terram. But our Author 
no notice of this, nor of the many other Paſlages 
Solomon alerts a future State and —— as Eccl, 
Rejoyce O Towng Man in thy Youth, and let thy Heart 
thee in the Days of thy Toth, and walk in the Way: o 
Hears and in the Sight of thine Eyes; but know that . 
theſe Things God will bring thee to Judgment. 
And again, Chap. xii, verſe 7, Solomoz declares, in 
clear and diſtin Terms, that be thinks the Soul of 
goes up to God, Then fhall the Duſt return to the 
as it wat, and the Spirit ſhall return to God wha g 
Here Jolomon declares moſt manifeſtly, that the & 
Man is a Subſtance diſtindt and ſeparate from Mater, 
that it retarat to God who gave it: Wheu the Daft 
#0 the Earth, when the Body dies, the Spirit Hall u 
(then it lives) % God who gave it. This Verſe i 
tranflated by Juin and Tremellins : Kedenmte ij 
in terram quemadmodum fnerat, Spirits autens rede 
Deum qui dederas illam. Solomon then alerts plainiy 
—_—— of the Soul and a future State, and conlet 
ly is no Free-thinker, for they deny both. 
Then Pages 144, 155, 156, we find numerous (Jac 


thinking, Next to the Prophets he places Foſephnr, i 
— Firſt, As an Hiitorian very little inferio# 
beſt of the Greciant or Komens, but wiſhes he had #1 
ject to employ his Pen on than the Fævonrite 

as he modeſtly calls them an illiterate, barbarous & 
culous People. 11literate and barbarous. becauſe God 
them, and ridiculous becauſe he favoured them. 24% 
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je more figns! Inſtances of his Free-thiwking, that is, his 


from the GEE and n Moſes in relation 


erect Matters of Fact. 
„In his Account of Cain, among other things, be ſays 
former es, WIG 


him, \ That be 8 the — 
— amd exchanged 


= Invention 
of ubat {4+ ow — and Candoxr for 
the Author of the 


New T, of Policy and Craft. A 
ſcourſe imagines theſe words aſſert that there were Men 
re Adam, and therefore that the Bible is entirely falſe, 
elling us that Aden was the firſt Man, and Created by 
. Our Author therefore beftows upon the Title of 
thinker, for ſuch ſignal Service as the Bible. 
Secondly, Jeſepbas, like a very truſty Free-thinker, that 
was any thing Miraculous in the Paſſage of the Ifraclites 
the Red Sea, Theſe are the words of 2 17 
Iſraelites Paſſage of the Red Sea, 
4% the Macedonians am —— of fr 
the Pamphilian Sea, iin which there was nothing Miran 
This denyiog one of the greateſt Miracles in the Ola 
inert does he Party of Free-thiwkers notable Service: 
| again, when he te the Miraculous Appearance of 
| ot Mount Sinai, 2 a viſ- 
Wei, he adds, That the Re wa Fo 
1; which is as moch as ſaying, — tice ſee an 
able Grounds he hath to believe any thing of the 
1 — 2 he may be. 
e —Y in, Foſepbus iel in relating the 
Nebachadnezzar, which is another inſtance of 
wg. — to crown all, and to eſtabliſh upon him 
ever the of a Free-rhinker, our Author a 
t remarka 10 aſſage 2 of his ſecond Book againſt 
, wherein he affirms, Moſes was no more infpir'd 


5 the Greeks mere by fe nd Fi 2 Paſſage alge i this: 
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; juſt as the Greeks to baue their Laws from 
flo, whether they really thought ſo or no, or thought that 
bt wer to make them received of the Pe le. 

s this or no, our Author, in his own and his 
Nen the Free. liniert Name, quotes this as his 
and commends him for it. s then is their Tenet, 
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this, our Author hath 22 
1” — conclude, add only — 
125 Nee ver his Tranſlation of Aae: A as 2 all 
applicable to the preſent Ocraſion Vol. I. Peg. 
When Protagoras wrote — De 
« the Athenians in Parliament not only burnt H 
i but baniſhed him their Dominions:A memorable? 
% and Fell ſpeaks the Eternal Honour of the . 


14. fince „Cin den ve 

. « 8 8 1 A a if the; Heathen vw 
vhich were backs 

„ of fe — own 1 "our —ͤ— ind" N 

„, gur Atheiſts, icks,: ou 

„ And Se,, wi — pos 


s and blaſphemous Buffoonries, paſs uncenſur d in 
4 ſtian an reſormed Kingdom? argue i 
4 ſuernda oft contra 'D er 
fimalaae Tis 12 and 


